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QUESTIONS: ANSWERS: 
Who is Seeker 

Springs? 

Seeker Springs is a faith based private non-profit organization set in the rolling 

hills of southwest Ouachita Parish in northeast Louisiana on 27 acres.   

What is their 

mission? 

To provide Christ centered experiences in a natural setting for anyone wishing to 

get away from the everyday and focus on God.  Life Changing Experiences, that 

lead to Life Changing Decisions, that lead to Lives Changing Direction 

How did they get 

started? 
 This property was originally an old run-down school which closed in 1970.   

 It was developed into a camp and retreat facility by a local association of 

churches in the 1970’s. The classrooms were turned into dorm rooms and the 

old gym (built as an old WPA project in 1939) was the center of activity.   

 In 1995 the association of churches lost vision for the camp and eventually 

closed it down.  

 Terry Slawson, a local student minister, in 1997 made the decision to leave 

his full time position as a student minister to start Seeker Springs Ministry 

Center at the old school facility.   

 The church where Terry served at the time helped raise funds to purchase the 

current property which was sold by the association of churches for half the 

appraised value.   

 For the past fifteen years Terry has served as the Executive Director of the 

501c3 organization.  

How Long have 

they been open? 

15 years 

Who do they 

serve?  
 Seeker Springs provides a variety of services that primarily reach children 

and youth ages 6-18.   

 Adults and older youth are offered volunteer and mission opportunities. 

 Church, school, and community groups of all ages utilized the facilities for 

day events and overnight retreats. 

What Ministries 

do they provide? 
After School Camp, West Ouachita Youth Basketball, Summer Camps, 

Mission Camps, Ropes Challenge Course, and Retreats. 

What is After 

School Camp? 

After School Camp:  

 Targets school age children who are left at home alone after school until their 

parents return from work.   

 This program started the first year with 10 children and today there is an 

average of 30 children per year.   

 Bus pickup is offered from five elementary and middle schools, and camp 

goes until 6:00 in the evening.   

 The program offers a Christian atmosphere where children can benefit from 

homework help, recreation, crafts, snacks, nature learning-lab, and plenty of 

one-on-one attention from our staff.  

 Cost to the family is $55 per week with a reduced price for children from the 

same family.  Additional expense for the program is covered through Seeker 

Springs general fund. 

What is West 

Ouachita Youth 

Basketball? 

West Ouachita Youth Basketball  

 This program averages 150 children per year ranging in age from 6-14 to 

learn and perfect their basketball skills, have fun, and learn Christian 

character.   

 Between games children are gathered for a short devotional using a basketball 
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illustration, and throughout the season they memorize a scripture that will be 

useful in their life.  

 Registration fee: $55 

 Businesses sponsor teams to help purchase uniforms and pay expenses 

What are Summer 

Camps? 
Christian summer camps  

 Target children, preteens, and youth offer opportunities to spend up to a week 

focusing on finding the purpose for their lives.   

 Three day camps offer children ages 1
st
-6

th
 grade the opportunity to 

experience camp without spending the night away from family.   

 Overnight camps such as Girls Camp, Boys Camp and Student Leadership 

Camp offer opportunities for older children and youth to build a safe, open, 

temporary community for a week to explore themselves and the purpose for 

their lives. We strive to keep the cost of these camps low, which is especially 

beneficial for smaller churches whose representatives may not able to afford 

to attend the larger camps out of state.   

 Cost range from $100-$185   

What are Mission 

Camps? 
Mission Camp 

 These camps are designed for children who are dealing with difficult life 

situations such as extreme poverty, high crime communities, or foster care. 

 There are 3 weeks dedicated to the children from Parkview Apartments in 

South Monroe, notably one of the most violent areas in Northeast La. 

 There are 4-5 weekends a year dedicated to Foster Children in our area. 

Parkview Camps: 

 Bus picks up kids from high crime, high poverty, area in Monroe and takes 

them to Seeker Springs for day camp.   

 Kids enjoy the beautiful outdoors, swimming, crafts, Bible study, and 

recreation and are allowed let down their guard and just be kids!   

  Offer three camps for different age groups 

 This camp has become the highlight of the summer for both Parkview 

Children and Seeker Springs Staff. Volunteer youth groups from the Ouachita 

Parish area and as far away as Birmingham, Alabama have come to assist 

with this camp learn that God can use them to change their community. 

 This camp is offered at no cost to the children and is sponsored by businesses, 

churches, individual donors, and the Jeremy Barnhill Foundation. 

Foster Kids Camps: 

 These camps are usually held on the weekends and utilizes horses to teach 

relationship skills, overcoming fears, patience, trust, and life skills.   

 Seeker Springs partners with La. Dept. of Family and Child Services to 

identify needs of foster children and meet those needs. 

 Three different kinds of camps have been developed: 

o  Sibling Camps: to bring together, for a weekend, siblings that are 

separated into different homes. 

o Life Skills Camps: to engage teens into learning life skills such as 

financial management, work ethics, job search, career choices, 

continued education options, relationship skills, and job skills 

using the unique tool of CAMP.  

o Foster Kids Camp: Day Camp for children 1
st
-6

th
 grade.  

These Mission Camps are NO cost to kids or foster parents and are sponsored by 
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individual donors and businesses 

What is the Ropes 

Challenge 

Course? 

Challenge Course 

Teambuilding: 

 Church groups, business groups, and school groups utilize the Ropes 

Challenge Course.   

 Trained, certified facilitators lead groups through the initiatives in order to 

help them gain more cohesiveness, unity, problem-solving skills, conflict-

management skills, teamwork, tolerance, trust, and self esteem. 

 Cost: Low elements $30 per person, High elements $50 per person (discounts 

for churches and school groups)  

Team Up Therapy Program: 

 This program utilizes the portable Ropes Challenge Course equipment 

and is conducted on school campuses in our area.  

 Licensed Professional Therapist who are also Ropes Trained conduct 8 

weeks of Adolescent Group Therapy with teens who have been identified 

by their School Counselors.    

 At the end of the program the teens and their families join together for a 

Family Day on Seeker Springs Campus and experience the “real” ropes 

course together. 

 This program is funded currently by Living Well Foundation, Chase 

Foundation, and Lincoln Health Foundation 

Who are the staff 

and what are their 

credentials?  

Terry and Tammie Slawson work as a ministry team and use their combined 

talents, skills, and experience to make this a professional and thriving 

organization.  

Terry Slawson, full time Executive Director:  

 Masters of Religious Education, Southwestern Baptist Theological 

Seminary 

 Ordained Minister 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Business from University of Louisiana- Monroe 

 15 years of experience as a camp director 

 11 years of experience as a youth minister 

 3 years experience in for profit business management with Sherwin 

Williams Company 

 Certified Ropes Course Facilitator 

 

Tammie Slawson, Partnership Development Coordinator 

 Masters of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy, University of Louisiana-

Monroe 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology for University of Louisiana-Monroe 

 Director of one of 15 Family Justice Centers for 4 years as a part of a 

Presidential Initiative of the U.S. Department of Justice 

 7 years experience directing a large nationally acclaimed non-profit 

domestic violence program with a multi-million dollar budget 

 14 years counseling experience 

 5 years experience as a youth minister 

 Licensed Professional Counselor, LPC Supervisor 

 Am. Association of Marriage and Family Therapist Clinical Member and 

Supervisor 



5 

 Trained in TOP (Technology of Participation) group facilitation methods 

 Certified Ropes Course Facilitator 

 

Other part time/seasonal staff positions include a ministry coordinator, an 

administrative assistant/office manager, after school camp director, after school 

camp staff, summer camp staff, cook, lifeguards, housekeeping staff, and ropes 

course facilitators. 

What facilities do 

they have now? 

Full size Gym, Jr. Olympic swimming pool, 4 dorms w/20 beds each, 

restroom/shower facilities, meeting room (80 maximum capacity), small dining 

room, kitchen, playing field, playground, prayer garden, ropes course, barn and 

round pen, 3 picnic pavilions, an office, a small house trailer, a van, and a school 

bus 

Are they involved 

with our 

community? 

 Seeker Springs is partnering with the Children’s Coalition of NELA and the 

McArthur Foundation to write curriculum and conduct the first ever Parent 

Empowerment Program for parents of children who are involved in the 

Juvenile Justice System 

 Seeker Springs Team Up program is in public schools in our community 

 Tammie is involved with the Youth Services Planning Board for 4
th

 Judicial 

District 

 Tammie serves as a member of Office of Community Services Citizen’s 

Review Panel 

 Seeker Springs is a MOU partner of the Family Justice Center of Ouachita 

Parish 

 Terry is an ordained minister in our community 

 Terry coaches basketball teams 

 Terry has served on several committees for the Ouachita Parish School Board. 

 Terry is involved with the Hope Now initiative and rally 

How do they 

address the needs 

or children, their 

families and our 

community? 

 Seeker Springs provides the opportunity for people to examine their lives 

from a spiritual perspective and find the answers they are looking for. 

 Seeker Springs provides positive activities which encourage outdoor activity 

and enjoyment of nature, teamwork, problem solving, improved 

communication, setting priorities, and conflict management.   

 The camp setting provides a unique temporary environment that is 

beautiful and safe.   

 Give people an opportunity to break away from the everyday.  Many people 

throughout history have used the camp or retreat experience to make life-

changing decisions that have lead to positive life changing directions.   

 Many agencies are partnering with Seeker Springs and utilizing this unique 

tool in their programming.  For instance, Big Brothers and Big Sisters has 

utilized the facilities to conduct their week long summer camp for the littles 

and the Wellspring used the camp for leadership retreats.  

 We are assisting with community coordination  of youth services in the 4
th

 

judicial district which will bring more quality and accessible services to our 

youth 

 We are providing a therapy program called Team Up that has been 

independently researched to find that it increases self esteem, decision 

making, socialization skills, and more. (report available upon request) 

 Wetlands and forest can be preserved and offer opportunities for the next 
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generation to observe and be educated about the importance of such 

preservation efforts.  

 

 

How is Seeker 

Springs funded? 
Utilization of the Camp: 

 Last fiscal year Seeker Springs served 6,124 people in their programs 

 Total program income for last fiscal year was $170,330 

 Some of the groups that have utilized the camp include: 

 Big Brother’s Big Sisters- Camp for Little’s 

 Office of Community Services- Foster Care camp 

 The Wellspring- Staff retreats/ropes course 

 Volunteers of America- Staff leadership retreats 

 YMCA- Monroe 

 Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home 

 Methodist Children’s Home 

 Glenwood Regional Medical Center- ER staff retreat 

 International Paper- leadership retreat 

 Georgia Pacific 

 Numerous Schools from Ruston and Monroe area 

 Northeast Louisiana Quilter’s Guild 

 Numerous churches from 7 different denominations 

 

Donations:  

Partners who have supported us through financial gifts and in kind donations 

include:  

 Scott Foundation 

 Living Well Foundation 

 Lincoln Health Foundation 

 Chase Foundation 

 Pepsi Refresh Everything Grants 

 Christian Family Foundation 

 Jeremy Barnhill Foundation 

 Kitty Degree Foundation 

 Bishop Family Foundation 

 Numerous Churches of all denominations 

 Numerous Businesses 

 Individual Donors 

Total Donations for last fiscal year including sponsorships: $183,413 

Seeker Springs met 99% of their projected budget income in 2010-2011 yr. 

Why does Seeker 

Springs need to 

expand? 

1. To expand our programs to reach more people by adding additional 

facilities 
 Lodging for up to 400 including dormitory style cabins and family cabins 

to have more participants and also be able to host more than one event at a 

time. Current lodging is dorm style and we have no adult or family 

lodging. 

 Group Meeting/Dining/Worship Space – Currently our dining room will 

only hold 40 -50 at a time, most of our camps are 100 or more students 
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and staff/volunteers. We do not have a good worship space at this time. 

 

2.  To preserve our beautiful, natural environment and add nature 

trails and educational opportunities for the thousands of children that 

are visiting Seeker Springs 
 

3.  To attract more groups and families to our ministries by adding 

additional learning and recreational activities such as an arts and 

crafts building, computer room, large covered area for outdoor play 

when it is raining, water activities and other activities 

Are there any 

other camps in 

the area that are 

meeting the needs 

of our 

community? 

 There is a small camp in Richland Parish 30 miles to our east, but it is very 

run down and is mostly utilized by a small association of Baptist Churches. 

 The nearest ropes challenge course is in Lincoln Parish at the Methodist 

Children’s Home about 30 miles to our west.  This is used primarily for their 

programs, but they do allow outside groups to use it as well. 

 The nearest large camp is about 100 miles to our west in Minden, Camp 

Harris. 

 There is another large camp 150 miles to our south in Alexandria, LA, Tall 

Timbers.  

 There are no other operating camp and retreat settings in our area and only a 

handful in the country that are utilizing their camp facilities for ministries 

such as after school camp, mission camp, or Foster kids camps 

 The only other ministry that I am aware of that is offering programs in public 

schools is First West Baptist Church. 

How are they 

innovative? 
 We started out like most camps in that we were primarily a rental facility 

(90%) for groups and provided camps (10%) in the summer.   

 Today, we are about 40% rental facility and 60% pro-active 

programming.  We are working with other community agencies, churches, 

and faith based agencies to meet the needs of our children and youth and 

their families.  

 The idea of utilizing the camp facilities to conduct community action 

work is new.  At the 2006 Christian Camping and Conference 

Association’s national meeting, they offered scholarships to attend the 

conference to directors of camps that offered at least 40% of their services 

free of charge or at a reduced rate.  Seeker Springs was one of only 16 

camps that received the scholarship nation wide.   

Why should we 

support Seeker 

Springs? 

 Experiential learning is an effective way to reach youth and families and 

bring about life long changes 

 Campus and programs are utilized by such a variety of community 

agencies and churches as a means of reaching their missions.  

 Effect deep, lasting changes that come when people take time to focus on 

their relationship with God in a camp or retreat setting 

 Stable economic and social environment for the future through 

encouraging job retention skills and positive relationship skills 

 Confidence that funding given makes a lasting difference in community 

and individual lives  

 Reducing youth crime in NELA 
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 Giving every child best possible chance of successful, stable adulthood 

 Encouraging positive youth activity and exercise 

 Strengthens building block of our community—family  

 Preserving natural environment for generations to come 

 Preserving diminishing wetlands of Louisiana which has environmental 

benefits 

 Help this effective ministry grow and thrive 

 Seeker Springs is accountable financially and is trusted by many well 

established foundations and businesses such as Pepsi, Chase, Living Well 

Foundation, Scott Foundation, and more. (see a more complete list above) 

How will they be 

able to support 

themselves if they 

expand this camp? 

Increase Utilization: 

 Increased partnerships with community agencies and schools that could 

utilize the camp more on the weekdays and use their government grants to 

cover camper fees. 

 Review fees annually to remain competitive, but also strive to keep fees 

as affordable as possible. 

 Add soft skills training and strategic/action planning opportunities for 

businesses to our current ropes course program to offer a nice package of 

employee training to businesses. 

 

Utilizing Volunteers and In-kind donations: 

 Develop a best-practices volunteer program; Seeker Springs had 540 

volunteers in 2010-2011 year, who gave 1,000’s of hours of their time and 

expertise to Seeker Springs. 

 Hire a full time volunteer coordinator 

 Increase partnership with faith based groups that are looking for mission 

opportunities 

 Continue annual “Thank You” events and activities 

 

Identifying additional funding Partners: 

 A full time Partnership Development Coordinator has been hired to write 

grant proposals, coordinate marketing campaign, recruit volunteer groups, 

increase in kind donations, and to develop relationships with foundations 

and individual supporters. 

 Mission camps will continue to be free to participants.  Sponsorships and 

in-kind donations will be requested from individuals, foundations, and 

businesses to cover cost of these camps. 

 Increase sponsorships for Basketball Program and special events 

Where are they 

on their 

Expansion plans? 

 Seeker Springs has increased its property from 27 acres to 217 acres in the 

past 3 years.  190 acres of land was purchased for a total $776,500.   

 A company out of Dallas was hired to design an initial expansion plan 

which is being called MAP (Ministry Advancement Plan) 
(see attached brochure)   

What do they 

need now and 

why? 

 

CURRENT NEED:  
 We are currently seeking funds to renovate a large house that came with 

the new property. The house will serve as a lodge with hotel style rooms 

and a maximum capacity of 30 beds.  This will be used for Marriage 
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Retreats, Foster Sibling Camps, Men’s retreats, Women’s retreats, and 

more. 

 We are also seeking Capital Funding to build dining/worship center, 

youth lodges, family cabins, lake, and more. (see MAP brochure) 
What happens to 

the camp if the 

Director leaves or 

is unable to serve? 

 The camp is given direction by a board of directors and is not dependant 

on one person 

 If the director leaves or is unable to serve an immediate search process 

will begin for a new director. 

 A detailed Executive Succession Plan for the ministry is available on 

request 

How can we find 

out more? 
 The Web site: www.seekersprings.org 

 Feel free to visit the campus at anytime 

 Terry Slawson at 237-0782 terry@seekersprings.com 

 Tammie Slawson at 237-0772  tammie@seekerpsprings.com 

 Home – 249-4392 

 Office- 249-4495 

 

 

http://www.seekersprings.org/
mailto:terry@seekersprings.com
mailto:tammie@seekerpsprings.com

